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From our GFS World Family … 

PNG news via Val 

Pictured above is Vivian, currently the Popondetta 

President along with her sister. GFS Australia has    

recently sent a grant to assist with the bills associated 

with GFS Haus.  There are much needed repairs to be 

done and this will assist with the floor tiles and water bills. Vivian has recently been ill also and for her return to 

good health we offer our prayers.  We continue to hold in prayer our GFS sisters in PNG as the country is in the 

grips of a terrible wave of the COVID pandemic. We pray for aid from countries such as Australia to help care for 

the sick, provide medicines and other medical needs along with vaccines.  The feeding program in Port Moresby 

will continue once it is safe for the volunteers to do so. Until then, training progresses and the funds kindly donat-

ed by several dioceses will be put to good use. A big thank you from these folk involved.   

And to some news from Fr Isaiah Masida (our former world Chaplain) 

Many would remember Fr Isaiah Masida our World Chaplain when GFS Australia was the host country, FR Isaiah 

receives all our newsletters and keeps in contact although lately he has not been in parishes where there is a GFS 

branch. He has just been transferred to a remote parish called Emo. I visited this beautiful place on my first visit to 

PNG in 1998 and again in 2003 to open Gribble Hall. Sadly Emo was just about wiped away by Cyclone Guba in 

2008 and it is now a very struggling parish.  Fr Isaiah told us about the difficulties of the kilometre walk to the river 

to get water for their house, to bather there and to wash dishes there. His daughter Faith, has to do the steep 

down hill walk to bathe each morning and then walks 3 kms to school. You will see photos of their Palm Sunday 

walk and their stations of the Cross walk on Good Friday (on the beach). There were over 400 in attendance at the 

parish Mass but sadly few have any income and the struggle continues to meet the cost of the parish expenses.  

Please pray for Fr Isaiah as he leads this congregation.   
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President's Patch 

To all our valued GFS members around Australia,  

I trust that you all had a lovely Mother’s Day and enjoy Pente-
cost. 

Several members of the National Executive recently attended the 
virtual AIRS conference organised by our insurance company AIRS 
which was devoted to intentional Risk Strategies and the Spiritual 
Climate Change.  It was informative and interesting. My take-
away was that GFS Australia has the wonderful privilege of our 
history of the Girls’ Friendly Society, established in all states by Federation in 1901. History gives us stories and tra-
ditions and we look forward to hearing yours during our Zoom Meeting on 29th May at 2.00 pm EST: please join 
us! Don’t forget to bring to the meeting a SPECIAL PHOTO OR ITEM THAT BRINGS THE JOY OF GFS TO YOU to 
share with us all. 

GFS Australia also must look to the future and to be relevant and innovative. How do we reach out to the Gen Y 
(27 to 41 years) and Gen Z (12-27) and Gen Alpha (under 12 years)? Technology will be one of the key answers 
with our websites across Australia and social media profiles, which need to be up-to date. Gen Z and Gen Alpha 
access mostly all information and memberships online and many others prefer that as well. Websites surely reach 
people of all ages and will be part of our picture to promote GFS as per my theme.  

There is a pandemic of loneliness in our society affecting all ages from primary school upwards. How can GFS Aus-
tralia reach out to our community and churches? What exactly can this look like? You can contribute to this discus-
sion during the Chat Rooms in the Zoom Meeting. If you cannot attend, please send us your suggestions. GFS mem-
bers can further support and start Townsend Groups in our communities and churches: members really value 
these. This is a GFS structure that we can offer to churches and enrol new adult members! GFS Australia is unique-
ly situated to reach out to our communities and churches via technology and in person for local groups. GFS Lead-
ers are trained and experienced to offer Christian support, friendship and prayer to others. If we videotape our 
words of wisdom and place these on a Member Only section of our website, we will reach out to and help many 
people. GFS will also own these resources! 

Prayers are vital for our GFS future as we need to talk and listen to our God: The One True God! We are implored 
to pray like little children by Paul Miller in “A Praying 
Life” (published by NavPress). We are urged to be 
messy in our prayers and be “overwhelmed” in our 
prayers as a little child. Keep on asking and asking and 
listening and our prayers will be answered. We need 

to ask like a child and believe like a child.    Suzanne 

PRAYER ON FRIENDSHIP  

May the God of all love, 

Who is the source of our affection 

For each other formed here and in 

GFS, 

Take our friendships into his keeping, 

That they may continue and increase 

Throughout life and beyond it, 

In Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

By William Temple in “New Parish Prayers”  

Edited by Frank Colquhoun 1982 (Pub. Holder & Stoughton) 

Suzanne’s JOY IN GFS 

When I was co-leading Kids Plus+ @ Kenmore/

Brookfield in Brisbane we had my young son, Law-

rence and other boys and a Leader, Peter. Peter was 

being admitted to GFS/ Kids Plus+, a handsome uni-

versity student. Peter was standing in front of the 

congregation wearing his KIDS PLUS + T-shirt. He was 

asked several questions, as were the other new mem-

bers, to affirm his belief in GFS and church values. To 

each one he had to reply “I do”…”I do…” After these 

responses Peter famously said quietly to me “I feel as 

if I am getting married!” with a smile.   

Stars!! 

I encourage you to make some stars—

see the last page of this newsletter 

for further instructions. 

Have yours ready for the Zoom Prayer 

Afternoon on Saturday 

29th May!! 
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Chaplain’s Chat 

Why don’t you join us on Zoom on 

the afternoon of 29th May from 2 

pm—4 pm (Eastern times, 12 noon 

in WA).   

We will be enjoying some much 

needed fellowship and fun, even if it 

is online, and some time for re-

flecting on prayer and meditation. 

We will be exploring the following 

topics 

What is meditation and what 

does it have to do with       

prayer? 

How do we set up our own 

Zoom prayer sessions? 

What is your joy in GFS? 

 

A reflection on Prayer with St Paul 

In the Wednesday morning prayer in “a prayer book for Australia,” it begins with the words from St Paul, found in 

1 Thess. 5: 16—18 “Rejoice always: pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus.” It is clear from the letters of St Paul, that prayer was an important part of his life,, He prayed because 

God was the centre of his universe. “For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be glory for-

ever. Amen (Romans 11:36) 

Paul addresses his prayer to God the Father, in the name of Jesus, and by the pow-

er of the Holy Spirit: “In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the aid of our weak-

ness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes 

with inexpressible groanings. (Romans 8:26) 

Yet, Paul rarely prays for worldly things like health, prosperity, or healing. This is 

because Pauls considers that they  don’t last.  He says that we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen: for 

what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal”. (2 Cor. 4:18) The purpose of prayer for Paul therefore, is 

not necessarily to tell God how we want God to do things. Rather, we pray to better understand God and God’s 

ways and to bring ourselves into alignment with God’s will.  C.S. Lewis is often attributed as saying, “prayer doesn't 

change God, it changes me” 

So, how does prayer change us in the world today? As I reflected on this question personally, I was reminded that 

it is as I pray, I can feel a tangible change in my spiritual life. That it is through a devoted prayer life we are enabled 

to grow closer to God and understand that God’s love for us truly is infinite—that God will never forsake us . 

My prayer is that everyone may become closer to God in prayer and that through our communal growth in faith, 

we will be enabled by God’s spirit to become closer to each other and serve God better in the world. May God  

continue to bless every member of GFS Australia.  Blessings, Reverend Sandra  
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Around Australia 

GFS Tasmania partnered with Rev Sam Gough a few years ago as he commenced his work at the Utas 
university. He began a ministry with students from Sub Asian countries, who were studying at the Univer-
sity. Most of them had not heard of Jesus in their lives and through this program, “Subbies” they were 
welcomed, fed, shown hospitality and helped to settle in to a new culture as well as hear about Jesus. In 
May the ABC in Hobart invited nominations for community awards and Sam and his partner in work, Paul 
Shantariyan were nominated for an award. They wanted to do something for the students when the pan-
demic hit, with many unable to access funds and potentially starving.  Although they didn’t win, their 
nomination was a recognition of their tireless work. 

Sam writes—God has done amazing things at Wellspring (the church in the community where the Univer-
sity is situated) among the university students over the last 12 months. Out of the 1000+ international 
students we helped feed through the “Show Hope” ministry, we had 400 Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim 
friends attend Subbies to hear the good news. Over 100 Subbies students attended for 8 consecutive 
weeks! The largest night had 165, with only 10 Christians in the room. It was mind-blowing. The invest-
ment that GFS made a few years back has born phenomenal fruit!   

We remember … 

Rockhampton leaders have sadly farewelled one of their loved leaders.  Gail Jones had 
been a member of GFS since her childhood and was a member of the group that I led 
when I first went to live in Rockhampton (1960)  Later Gail was instrumental in assisting 
with the establishment of a new branch at Parkhurst and Gail, June Olive and I were able 
to lead this branch for a number of years.  Sadly the branch closed when changes were 

made in the parish.  Gail has remained an adult member of GFS and has been a faithful member of this group for 
many years.  Rest in Peace, Gail, and thank you for your service to GFS.  Val Gribble, Rockhampton.  

In Brisbane friends and GFS members from Brisbane, Logan and Ipswich met to farewell Ricki Cameron, husband 
of Jeannie Cameron—a leader of GFS groups.  Jeannie had been a leader with large and energetic 'GFS groups, 
sleepovers in Toowoomba and GFS Camps.  Her husband had been a great supporter of her ministry and in the 
church and community, accompanying her to leader training but then going off to “go fishin’” .   

In Melbourne we pray for Deb Wadeson and her family, particularly her sister Heather as they mourn the sad 
loss of a niece and daughter Tessa with the funeral held just recently. 

AGM Time 

 

Melbourne held their AGM in February and we welcome some new people into roles— Mrs Debra Wadeson—
Chairperson, Elizabeth Petering Vice Chairperson, Mrs Val Murcott—Secretary, (email to gfsmel-
bourne@hotmail.com ) and Treasurer Mr Philip Wadeson.  May God bless you abundantly in these roles.  Leanne 
Kapetanovski has finally taken a break from her roles of Secretary and Treasurer after many years (over 20)  of 
faithful service.  

Brisbane held their AGM in  March with many interesting guest speakers.  
Cheques  were presented to various recipients of grants and these in turn in-
formed us of their work.  I especially was taken with an organisation providing 
school needs (backpacks, uniforms, music and sports needs) to children recently 
made homeless. (pictured Lesley, Kaye and Margaret and Leslie looking on after a 
thank you to Kaye as Chaplain.)  

Sydney also held their AGM in March with a change of personnel.  The position 
of Chairman remains vacant and we welcome Jennie Young as Vice Chairman, Lynne Gall as Secretary and Elizabeth 
Fitzpatrick as Treasurer.  Welcome to these positions and may God bless their work in Sydney for the next few 
years.  Tania Brown has taken a break after fulfilling her time on the Board and her tireless work and enthusiasm 
will be greatly missed. 
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President:  
Suzanne Claire 
president@gfsaustralia.org.au 
Vice President: Noeleen Stewart 
noeleenpstewart@bigpond.com 
Treasurer: Reverend Ann Edwards 
ann.edwards@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 
Secretary: Julie Somerville 
julie679233@gmail.com 
Chaplain: Reverend Sandra Kjellgren 
skjellgren@hotmail.com 
Stephanie Stewart (Junior Delegate) 
steffi.stewart@bigpond.com 
Members:  
Reverend Nicole Baldwin 
nikalee412@gmail.com 
Lay Canon Val Gribble  
valgribble1@bigpond.com 
Chris Rooney 
loosrooney5@optusnet.com.au 
Bronwyn Barber 
bbar7311@bigpond.net.au 
 
For membership details see our website 
gfsaustralia.org.au 

More World News 

World Council decisions 

After a vote among the countries 

represented on the GFS World 

Council it has been decided— 

1. There will be a virtual world 
council in July 2021 to deal 
with major business that was 
to have been discussed at the 
2020 meeting.  

2. That South Africa will continue as the host country until 
2023 when the next World Council will be held as both a 
virtual and face to face council in South Africa.  

3. Lois Frankfurter and Jeanne Witherange will become part 
of the World Team. 

4. The Host country from 2023 until 2026 will be Sri Lanka 
(thus Jeanne’s part of the world team) and  

5. Host country from 2026 until 2029 will be USA.  

6. Deposits will be refunded to those who had paid (or full 
fees) with a portion of 10% (anticipated amount) to       
remain with South Africa and bank fees and charges also 
to come out of the amount paid.  This process has begun, 
and you will be contacted  when the money has arrived in 
the GFS Australia account form where it will be dispersed. 

Sadly we have members of our World GFS family who have 
passed into Glory.  Thembeka shared ... Sharing with you dear 
GFS brotherens. GBFS South Africa is mourning the sudden pass-
ing on of the   Diocesan GBFS President of Free State Mrs Agnes 
Mabandla together with her husband due to COVID 19 complica-
tions. The husband’s funeral was early in May and she was ad-
mitted on the afternoon of the funeral day. 

Sierra Leone also lost a dearly loved 
member.  It was with great sadness 
we learnt of the passing of Mrs 
Shubuola Thompson, a past GFS 
World President and past National 
President of GFS Sierra Leone.  Many 
around the world recall the world 
council in Sierra Leone, held under 
difficult circumstances but with great 
impact on those who attended for 
the vibrant and exciting time. 

 

 

 

 

Website  

Have you visited our website 

lately? 

gfsaustralia.org.au 

 

We would love to have some more 

photos of happenings around our 

branches, Townsend groups and pro-

jects in which you are involved. 

Just send to either Noeleen or Suzanne 

(make sure you have permission to use 

the photos from those within the   

photos. ) 

Let’s keep our website vibrant and  

relevant for all who might look it up! 
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Original by Suzanne Claire, President GFS Australia, please join us as a member and donate to our many charities in 

Australia and overseas.  Please do not give or forward these instructions to people who are not members.10th May 2021 

NON-SHINY SIDE OF HEART OR NON- SHINY SIDE OF MIRROR STICKER OR front of star 

LARGE STAR…. Draw in Cross for GFS: God’s Love Friendship Service,  

WHO DOES JESUS LOVE?   (large star 6 cm x 6 cm in centre) 

G  od’s Love   

F  riendship   

S  ervice  

SMALL HEART OR STAR (heart approx. 6 cm wide x 6 cm high) 

WHO DOES JESUS LOVE? 

G  od’s Love   

F  riendship   

S  ervice  

 

SHINY SIDE HEART or MIRROR STICKER or BACK OF STAR  

JESUS LOVES ME! 

Find JOY and CONFIDENCE 

       in GFS AUSTRALIA 

           Please join us! 

  www.gfsaustralia.org.au  

 

JESUS LOVES ME! 

G  od’s Love   

F  riendship   

S  ervice  

JESUS LOVES ME! 

Find JOY and CONFIDENCE 

in GFS AUSTRALIA: Please join us! 

www.gfsaustralia.org.au  

 

G  od’s Love   

F  riendship   

S  ervice  

www.gfsaustralia

.org.au 

God’s love 

Friendship  

Service 

God’s love 

Friendship 

Service 

Heart and Star Message from GFS Australia Inc  

       God’s Love, Friendship Service 

Jesus loves me 

Find Joy and 

Confidence in 

GFS Australia 

http://www.gfsaustralia.org.au
http://www.gfsaustralia.org.au

