
   

 

 

GFS AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED   

23rd NATIONAL COUNCIL   

MINUTES   

 

 

The 23rd National Council of GFS Australia Incorporated was held at John Fisher College, University of    

Tasmania, 20 Dynnyrne Road, Dynnyrne 7005.   

 

TUESDAY 6th JANUARY 2015   

Members’ first introduction to Hobart was a coach trip to the summit of Mt Wellington to enable them 

to see the panorama of the city.  From there they were taken to join family, friends and members of GFS 

Tasmania for the Opening Service.   

 

OPENING SERVICE   

The Opening Service was held at St Clement’s Church, Kingston and commenced at 5.20pm.  The          

Reverend Cheryl Selvage, GFS National Chaplain, was the celebrant and preacher: she was assisted by 

The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston and The Reverend Rosemary Perrott-Russell.  Music for the service 

was provided by Helen Petering  

At this service Mrs June Hillier from South Australia was presented with her Past National Chairman’s 

Badge and Certificate by Julie Smith, National Chairman, and Mrs Roslyn Lumsden was commissioned as 

the new World Treasurer.  The service was followed by the Opening Dinner which was held at the     

Southern Lights Hotel, Kingston.   

 

EVENING WORSHIP   

This was led by Newcastle Diocese.   

 

WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY    

MORNING EUCHARIST   

This began at 9.00am in the Conference Room.  Celebrant and preacher was The Reverend Cheryl          

Selvage.  Intercessions were led by members from Brisbane Diocese.   

 

BUSINESS SESSION 110.00am – 12.30pm   

WELCOME   

The National Chairman, Julie Smith, welcomed everyone to Tasmania, and declared the 23rd National 

Council of GFS Australia officially open.   

 

PRESENT   

Members of the National Executive:  Julie Smith (Chairman); Gail Orchard (Vice Chairman); Barbara     

Phillips (Secretary); Noeleen Stewart (Treasurer); Val Gribble and Helen Petering (Ordinary Members); 

Tegan Hudson (Junior Delegate).   

There were sixty other members present as per the Session Sign-In Sheets, including Wilma Moi from 

PNG. 
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APOLOGIES   

Apologies were received from Jacqui Keily and Veronica Stewart (Rockhampton Diocese); Rhona Clark, 

Dianne and Louis Bouquee, Lesley Briggs (Brisbane Diocese); Nathalie Stevens (Ballarat Diocese); Joan 

Nicholson (Newcastle Diocese); The Reverend Judy Frost, Karen Winsemius (Melbourne Diocese);       

Rosemary Clark, Heather Pearson, Sandra Simonis (Wangaratta Diocese); Sue Farrell (Perth Diocese);     

Evelyn Beckenham (Sydney Diocese).   

 

GREETINGS 

Greetings were received from The Rt Reverend John Harrower OAM, Bishop of Tasmania; The Reverend 

Glenys Payne, Immediate Past World {President); Jeanne, Sri Lanka; and Celia Hill, GFS Townsend      

member from Launceston in Tasmania. 

 

MEETING PROCEDURE, PROCEDURAL INFORMATION and GENERAL HOUSEKEEPING   

These were to be found in the Council Reports and Information Book on pages 6 and 12 to 16.   

 

MINUTES  

The Minutes for the 2012 22nd National Council, and the 2013 and 2014 Annual General Meetings 

had been distributed prior to this business session.  Corrections to the spelling of the following 

names were recorded : 

    Marna Moseley and  Teagan Riviere (2014 Minutes Page 32)   

Moved Carole Lovejoy, seconded Helen Petering that the Minutes be accepted with the specified correc-

tions.     Carried.   

 

LIST OF VOTING MEMBERS FOR 23rd NATIONAL COUNCIL   

The following corrections were made : 

    LAIB (spelling ‘b’ not ‘d’.)   

    WADESON, Philip (spelling one ‘l’.)   

    SOMERVILLE (spelling one ‘m’.)   

     ORCHARD, Gail- Newcastle Diocese (added to list.)   

     ROONEY, Christine – Brisbane Diocese (added to list)   

 

BUSINESS ARISING   

There were no items of business carried forward.   

 

REPORTS 

CHAIRMAN 

This was presented by Julie Smith.  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation. 

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS:   

International:   

• The visit to the Solomon Islands. 

• Having Janet Waite from NZ at the Mid Term Conference.    

• Attending World Council in Wales in 2014.   

•  Welcoming Val Gribble as World President.   
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National 2012:   

• Being present in Brisbane at the commissioning of The Reverend Cheryl Selvage as National     

Chaplain.   

• Visiting Sydney Diocese to present Past National Chairman’s Badges and Certificates to Pat Byron 

and Ev Beckenham.   

• Visiting Melbourne Diocese, with Barbara Phillips, for the 130th Anniversary celebrations of GFS in 

Melbourne, Ballarat and Bendigo dioceses. 

 

National 2013:   

• Mid Term Conference   

• The blessing of the new Chaplain’s stole.   

• Commissioning Tegan Hudson as the new Junior Delegate.   

• The Reverend Anne Kennedy as guest speaker at the Mid Term Conference.   

 

National 2014:   

• Visit to Newcastle Diocese.   

• Production of seventeen issues of “The Grapevine” over the three years.   

• Prayer for various members.   

 

Executive:   

• All Past National Chairman’s Badges and Certificates have now been presented.   

• Assisting Anne Sade from the Solomon Islands to attend World Council.   

• Assistance to Japan after the tsunami. (Japan is now the World Project country.)   

• The Royal Commission.   

• The National Website.   

• Insurance (still an ongoing issue!)   

• Acknowledgement of the hospitality by Doug and Elizabeth Petering over the last three years.   

Moved Julie Smith, seconded Debra Wadeson that the National Chairman’s report be received.   Carried.      

 

TREASURER   

The report was presented by Noeleen Stewart . 

The change from a Limited Company to an Incorporated Association has now been completed.  All ac-

counts have been moved from the Commonwealth Bank to the ANZ Bank.   “QuickBooks” is the ac-

counting package used to record all financial transactions of GFS Australia Inc.   All accounts are balanced 

monthly.  Very few cheques are issued now as 98% of transactions are made using internet bank-

ing.  Noeleen Stewart thanked the previous treasurer, Cheryl Russell, for passing on her “little purple 

book” – it had been a wonderful help.   
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There are two sets of figures shown in the Financial Report: the final ones for GFS Australia Ltd, and the 

current ones for GFS Australia Inc.  Questions were asked re the Kathleen Bright-Parker Fund, recording 

the history of GFS and the money for the Solomon Islands.   

• There had only been $100 donated to the Kathleen Bright-Parker Fund in the last three years.   

• Nothing has been done at this stage regarding the history of GFS in Australia.   

• The money held for the Solomon Islands World Project will now be transferred to 

the World account.   

Moved Noeleen Stewart, seconded Leanne Kapetanovski that the Financial Report be received.  Carried. 

 

WORLD COUNCIL   

The report was presented by Julie Smith.  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint     

presentation.   

It was unfortunate that some countries had not been able to attend World Council in Wales.  

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS   

• The purple bendy bus.   

• The Opening Service at the Cathedral with the national costumes and banners of the different 

countries.   

• The Welsh choir.   

• Discussions on meeting times, the world website, world fees, development of a manual for the     

position of World President.   

• Youth Exchange Programme.    

• World Development Fund.   

• Reports from the various countries, especially the Philippines which had not been represented at 

World Council since 1980.   

• Guest speakers, the International Day and the Skit Night.   

• The Closing Service where Val Gribble was commissioned as World President. 

• The presentation of the stole for the World Chaplain that was made by Ros Lumsden from Brisbane 

Diocese.   

 

Val Gribble added that the World Council in Wales had representation from the most countries ever.  The 

only ones missing were Liberia, Canada and Cameroon. All the members from Nigeria had fled across the 

border and so appear lost to GFS.   

The Philippines, which had been a World Project country, had not been represented since 

1980.  There is still $30,000 remaining from that World Project which has not been used.  The World 

Council is looking at restarting GFS there using this money.  Val hopes to visit the Philippines soon as 

World President.   

Moved Julie Smith, seconded Carole Lovejoy that the World Council Report be received.     Carried.   

 

JUNIOR DELEGATE   

Tegan Hudson reported that her home branch at St John’s Camden in the diocese of Sydney had eighty 

present at the Branch Christmas programme.  Branch numbers were growing steadily.  Since returning 

from World Council she has introduced a prayer module for all branch members and was looking           

seriously into branch promotion.  She is now a member of the Sydney Executive, and thanked all         
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members for their passion and support for GFS.   

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS   

The International element.   

• Felinfoel.  This was a small church where her group was taken for a dinner after a day in Cardiff. 

• Meeting with the young adults from various countries.  She is still in contact with many of them.   

• Tegan has started a Facebook page for young adults. 

•   Involvement with the Youth Working Party.   

• The inspirational guest speakers, especially The Reverend Rose Wilkins, Chaplain to the Queen and 

the Speaker of the House of Commons, and Lynne Tembey, MU World President.   

Moved Tegan Hudson, seconded Tania Brown that the Junior Delegate Report be received.  Carried. 

 

WORLD PROJECT   

The report was presented by Gail Orchard and Julie Smith.  The written report was accompanied by a 

PowerPoint presentation.   

GFS was introduced to the Solomon Islands in 1997 but didn’t begin in earnest until 2003.  It is very      

closely linked to MU.  Difficulties arise with changing personnel. GFS in the Solomon Islands is trying to 

become autonomous.  The dream of holding a GFS Conference independent of MU may be realised in 

September 2015.   

Gail Orchard showed the larva larvas which the team members were given as gifts, including one for GFS 

Australia.  Julie Smith showed the skirt and top presented to each member of the team.  The material 

was printed, then sewn.   

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS   

• The Visit to Honiara by Julie Smith, Gail Orchard and Helen Newton, where they met with clergy 

and the Primate . 

• Visits to Selwyn College, the Melanesian Training Centre and St Barnabas’ Cathedral.   

• The use of an adaptation of the PNG training course for leadership training sessions.   

• The World Day of Prayer.   

• The presentation of a camera to GFS by GFS Tasmania. 

Moved Gail Orchard, seconded The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston that the World Project Report be 

received.  Carried.   

 

PNG SUPPORT   

The report was presented by Val Gribble.  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint      

presentation.  The PowerPoint presentation was the report presented at World Council by Mary Bagu. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult for Val Gribble, The Reverend Cheryl Selvage and The Reverend Sue 

Wilson, the team for the last three years, to “spread around” PNG: there needs to be more members on 

the team.  The Archbishop is very supportive and Wilma Moi has offered to help as much as she can. 

The walls of GFS Haus have been severely damaged by termites so GFS Brisbane has agreed to use 

$10,000 donated in 2014 to repair the damage.  A quote from a local tradesman of $6,000 has been    

received to replace walls, window surrounds, plumbing, drainage, and repainting.   

Wilma Moi told us that in PNG there were nineteen provinces, eighty dialects and three national           

languages: English, Pidgin and Motu.  She speaks four languages and works full time for a government 

body.   She shared that her mother had received a Book of Prayers that came from Melbourne Diocese,  
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dated 1956. 

Wilma did training in Children’s Ministry in Port Moresby and plans to work full-time in this ministry 

when she finished full-time work.  She said it was such a privilege and blessing to be part of this National 

Council. 

Moved Val Gribble, seconded The Reverend Cheryl Selvage that the report on PNG Support be                         

received.  Carried.  

 

MU REPORT   

This report was presented by Allison Benfield, President of MU Australia.   It is as written in the           

Council Reports and Information Book.  At World Council Lynne Tembey had spoken about the close links 

between MU and GFS (she was a member of GFS when she was young).   

Moved Allison Benfield, seconded Anne Watkins that the MU Report be received.   Carried.  

 

BUSINESS SESSION 1 closed at 12.20pm.   

 

WORKSHOPS and MEETING OF THE WORLD TEAM.1.30pm to 3.00pm   

The Council programme continued on Wednesday afternoon with a series of workshop choices and other 

activities; Craft; Growing Orchids; Archiving; Men’s Activity; Youth Members Group. The World Team met 

concurrently.    

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER – VAL GRIBBLE, WORLD PRESIDENT OF GFS  3.30pm to 6.30pm.   

Val’s session included a PowerPoint presentation.  (A hard copy of this is attached to the original of these 

Minutes.)   

Val showed something of her first five months in office, and how, through prayer, reading and listening, 

she knew her theme would be both a personal challenge to every member and a corporate                     

challenge.  “You are called to serve through GFS” (and an alternate version for use on letterheads and 

email signatures, “Serving Through GFS”).  She reminded us all that our major purpose was to bring        

others to Christ through GFS.  Val felt that she wanted to draw all members back to the simple act of 

serving others.   

She talked about “themes”: how they are chosen, where they are used, who chooses them, and how new 

world countries are not used to them being carried on through a three year term.   Val challenged            

everyone to consider how they would use her World Theme during the next three years. 

Val shared her disappointment in the answers Australian members gave when completing their 

“Expressions of Interest” for World Council in Wales.  Only three had mentioned anything about             

supporting Australia as we became the host country.  Even n the evaluations after Council, from the 70% 

of forms returned only three or four mentioned Australia becoming the host country.  It seemed to       

highlight that the world scene is rather remote from the average member.  She challenged us all to       

become familiar with the world scene.   

The new World Webpage is live – www.gfsworld.org.  Australia has a responsibility to inspire countries to 

grow GFS.  Figures aren’t kept in Australia on the growth of KidsPlus+ and Kidzlink groups.  Where will 

they be in ten years time?  GFS in Australia will die if we don’t look at different ways of being GFS. 

A number of questions were put forward when the session was opened up to discussion.   

• Jennifer Buckby, Kidzlink North Queensland asked “How many children are involved in  

http://www.gfsworld.org/
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 running a branch each week 

• Anne Watkins, North Queensland: ”What other ministries are people in the room involved 

in?”  Kate Brewer suggested that this could be answered in the Diocesan Reports.   

• Dianne Bell, Brisbane said that a group had almost closed down as there were only two children 

remaining.  A parent had made the comment that “it was no longer worth it”.  How do you get       

children involved?   

• Jennifer Buckby said that North Queensland had changed the name to Kidzlink.  She believed that 

parishes know what works in their dioceses.  In North Queensland GFS does not work as a group 

but provides the resources to make Kidzlink work.   

• Jan McNamara, Perth.  “Many of us are committed to GFS but young members don’t understand 

what it means to be a “member”.  What happens if we are not there?  Branches often close           

because leaders are burnt out.”   

Val Gribble explained that the World Team wanted everyone to be involved in the World Council in       

Australia.  Council broke into diocesan groups to look at what they could do for World Council  in 

2017.   Finding a suitable venue had not been easy.  Although “Swanleigh” has been chosen there have 

already been some who have indicated they would not stay there.  Noeleen Stewart and Val Gribble will 

look at alternate accommodation nearby for those people.  Val and Kate Brewer are planning to go to 

Perth in July to talk to the Perth Tourist Bureau. 

At the 2014 World Council there had been requests for more Bible Studies next time. The language       

barriers, especially for Japan and Korea, was a significant issue.  Val had prepared cards which listed a 

number of tasks that could be undertaken by dioceses – each to take responsibility for two tasks.  Any 

other ideas would be well received.  Tasmania volunteered to:   

• Take responsibility for the Daily Notice Board;   

• Supply the World Council commemorative pens.   

SESSION CLOSED AT 6.30pm.   

 

BUSINESS SESSION 2  7.30pm to 9.30pm   

Present were sixty six members as per the Session Sign-In Sheets, including Wilma Moi from PNG.   

The session began with a presentation by June Hillier from South Australia on “Prayer”.  The idea had 

come out of a discussion on PNG with Val Gribble.  She told us how her husband, The Reverend Michael 

Hillier, had bought a set of three CD’s by Roy Brennan to use as a Lenten Study.  Parishioners had refused 

to split into small groups, so the suggestion was made that each person makes a list of five names, and 

pray for them for five minutes each day for five weeks, and so go on a journey with them.   She asked Val 

why they couldn’t pray like this for leaders in PNG, and for Wilma.  When you ask for God’s blessing, 

things will happen – not immediately, not in your time.  He does have things for us to do in GFS.  Pray for 

PNG that they will have their own leader, we can support them.   

Jan McNamara reminded us of the words in Genesis 12:2  “I will make you into a great nation and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”   This was followed by a short time of 

prayer for PNG.  June left us with a blessing from Page 31 of “The Outpouring of Grace”.   

“I bless you in the name of the Lord that the grace of the Lord Jesus may rest upon you.   I bless you in his 

name that the Father’s love might surround you and fill you that you may know in your deepest being 

just how fully and completely he accepts you and rejoices over you.”   
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DIOCESAN REPORTS 

PERTH   

The report was presented by Carole Lovejoy, Noeleen Stewart, Jan McNamara, Michelle Szymanski, 

Stephanie Stewart, Jessica Waterfield and Kate Brewer.  The written report was accompanied by a     

PowerPoint presentation.   

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS   

• The Caravan. 

• The Open Space Day in 2012.  Out of that came the Mother and Daughter High Tea.  There were 

thirty eight mothers present, several groups of three generations.  These High Teas raised over 

$2.000 for the World Project over the three years.   

• Lunch Club.  The programme was written around the Scripture Union Bible Challenge. 

• Holiday Clubs.  These replaced camps, and consisted of a week of day sessions.  Average          

attendance was sixteen.  Since running the clubs they have built up a large number of resources 

which can be shared with other church groups.  The numbers are made up of KidsPlus+ members, 

children from the parish and the community.   

• The 125th Anniversary of GFS in Perth in 2014.  A service was held in the Cathedral with Bishop Kay 

Goldsworthy presiding.   

• Archives. Some items have been declared to be of historical interest so the City of Perth indicated 

that they were wanted as part of the history of Perth.   

• Christmas Pageant.  This is held on the first Saturday in December.  In 2014 GFS Perth’s was the    

only Nativity float and featured on the front page of the Sunday Times.   

• In 2015 there will only be one Field Worker, and eight groups, but they are looking forward to     

another great year.   

Moved Noeleen Stewart, seconded Helen Petering that the report from the Diocese of Perth be            

received.  Carried.  

 

NORTH QUEENSLAND   

The report was presented by Jennifer Buckby.  The written report was accompanied by a brief              

PowerPoint presentation.   

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS   

• Yarning days with MU. 

• The website has been updated.  There were some problems during that process but these have 

now been solved.  

• “Bella Magazine” is distributed in schools across the diocese.  Cost of publication and distribution is 

$3,500 per year.   

• Outreach to families.   

• They are happy with the way Kidzlink operates.   

• Very supportive Bishop.   

There are twenty adult members of GFS.  Children are not registered, although there are a large num-

ber across the diocese.  Because of this Jennifer Buckby asked the National Secretary, Barbara Phillips, to 

delete the number of children shown on the Diocesan Statistics sheet on Page 80 of the Council Reports 

and Information Book.   

Moved Jennifer Buckby, seconded Sheri Gunton that the report from the Diocese of North                
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Queensland be received.  Carried.     

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA   

The report was presented by Janice Doyle.   

The group in South Australia is very small, but has a long association with GFS.  They did venture into    

children’s branches but this was not successful.  It is time for a fresh look.  The dioceses in South Australia 

are struggling, and there is no children’s ministry.  All diocesan money is put into School Chaplaincy.  It is 

time for GFS to move on and plant some seeds, to continue praying and be patient.   

Moved Janice Doyle, seconded Michelle Szymanski that the report from South Australia be                     

received.  Carried.     

 

GIPPSLAND   

The report was presented by Lauren Kitwood.  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint 

presentation.   

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS   

• KidsPlus+ in Moe have a playgroup with seventeen children on the books ranging in age from      

newborn to five years.   

• There is now a shed for storage of the trailer and games equipment.  The trailer is used by about 

fourteen parishes.  There is no hiring fee but most give a donation which is put straight back into 

equipment.  They now have a Walkie Talkie to use on camps.   

• Diocesan Days and other special activities have included sports gatherings, theatre sports, traffic 

school, leadership training workshops, annual camps, networking links with other dioceses.   

• A very successful camp was held at Raymond Island.   

• At the end of each term there is a “Whopper Wednesday” where both boys 

and girls groups combine.   

When numbers began to drop they changed tack.  A very successful camp was held at Coonawarra.  They 

are all hoping that a house will be found that is suitable for Annette Lade, or one that can be modified so 

she can return home to Gippsland.  Annette has now been made a Life Member.   

Moved  Lauren Kitwood, seconded Jan McNamara that the report from the Diocese of Gippsland be     

received.  Carried.   

Jan McNamara said how wonderful it was to see such a young woman presenting such a wonderful,     

bubbly report.  Her comments were acknowledged with acclamation.   

 

EVENING WORSHIP   

The Wednesday evening worship was led by Perth Diocese.  Following a delightful PowerPoint                  

on the Parable of the Sower from the Gospel of Mark, featuring Lego characters, Jan McNamara gave a 

reflection on “The Sower”.  Stephanie Stewart then read an excerpt from “Thoughts for the Workers” by 

Mary Elizabeth Townsend.   

 

THURSDAY 9th JANUARY  

BUSINESS SESSION 3  8.45am to 12.30pm  

MORNING WORSHIP  

This was attended by members from the Dioceses of North Queensland and Rockhampton.  
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PRESENT  

Fifty eight members as per the Session Sign-In Sheets, including Wilma Moi from PNG.  Youth members 

Lauren and Scott Kitwood, Dean Prosser, Kathryn Bartlett, Stephanie Stewart, Jessica                                 

Waterfield, Abuok Majuk, Tegan Hudson, Tiana McGuinness and Bernadette Granata, together with Ian 

Somerville and Helen Granata, were off-site at “Orana” for a separate youth programme.  

Following morning worship Helen Petering explained the Celebration Service to be held at St Luke’s      

Richmond on Friday 10th January.  She asked that names of those to be remembered should be added to 

the “Blue Book”.  Those names to include those members who are no longer with us, and those known to 

us to be suffering ill health.  

Noeleen Stewart reminded members to collect receipts for National Council fees from the Secretary.  

 

BUDGET  

The Budget for 2015 – 2017 was presented by Noeleen Stewart, the National Treasurer.  

The Budget document had been presented to the National Executive at the meeting on Monday 

5th January 2015 when some changes were made.  It is this document that was now presented to        

Council.  (It was projected onto the screen so it could be easily viewed by everyone.    A copy is attached 

to the master copy of these Minutes.)  

  

Income: New Interest from the World Council, World Project and the General Operating accounts, and 

the Kathleen Bright-Parker Fund are shown as one lump sum, but that interest ``does go into the specific         

accounts.  The $100 shown in the Kathleen Bright-Parker Fund was a donation: the interest is not 

shown.  The current interest rate with the ANZ Bank is 2.4%.  Fixed term interest is only 3.2%.  The                   

complications associated with moving the funds to another financial institution make it not worth the 

change at this time.  

 

World Council Fund:  Individual members and dioceses can make donations to the Fund.  The $3,000 

shown is to be used as “working capital” for the next World Council.  Figures for the World Project and 

the World Travel Fund have never been shown before in the Budget.  Estimated income for these two 

funds is $30,000 and $15,000 respectively.  

 

Expenses: These single heading of Operational Expenses. GFS Australia now has to pay GST which 

is estimated to be estimated to be $2,100.  Insurance is still unresolved, but there is hope for a                              

reduction when this is sorted out.  The money remaining in the Solomon Islands world Project account 

will be transferred to the World Project Fund.  

Janice Doyle raised the issue of a GST Exemption for religious organisations.   Ste Stewart said that the 

advice she had been given by both the Australian Tax Office and the Australian Charities Commission is 

that GFS Australia is not exempt.  That is the advice that she will follow.  BAS is done only once per year.  

 

Noeleen counted as income for that year if it is not being spent until the next financial year  counted as 

income for that year if it is not being spent until the next financial year eg money collected in 2014 for 

National Council fees can’t be counted as income until 2015, because that’s when Council will be held.  



 11 

 

Newsletter: The cost of printing approximately one hundred and thirty copies every two 

months was looked at.  During the last three years GFS Tasmania has covered all printing costs, with 

GFS Australia paying postage costs.  Approximately two hundred and sixty eight are emailed.  

 Postage costs have been flagged to rise by at least 50% in the next year.  Discussion    

followed on ways to lower the costs of producing and circulating the National Newsletter.  

 Discussion followed on the possibility of reducing the frequency to four per 

year; distributing it by email only; passing the responsibility for distribution to dioceses; paying extra fees 

if you had it posted.  Janice Doyle suggested a monthly newssheet which would only be emailed, with a 

twice yearly Newsletter.  Carole Lovejoy suggested looking for a sponsor.  

 Barbara Phillips reported that Ballart Diocese was one that previously distributed 

the Newsletter to members, but Nathalie Stevens had been greatly relieved when this responsibility was 

handed back to the National Secretary.  Melbourne Diocese also used to distribute copies, but that           

situation remains uncertain until new office bearers are elected at the Annual General Meeting in 2015.  

 Barbara was also adamant that the National Newsletter was the responsibility of 

GFS Australia not the dioceses, as this was one of the very few things members received for their          

membership fees.  You cannot force members to use the internet.  

 Jennifer Buckby praised Julie Smith and Barbara Phillips for the beautiful newsletters          

produced during the last three years. 

   Two other questions asked were:  

 Can it be downloaded from the website? (June Hillier)  

 How many dioceses send a copy to their Bishop?  (Val Gribble)  

 

There were four recommendations made in relation to the National Newsletter.   

 RECOMMENDATION 1: For the GFS National Chairman to create between four and  

   up to six editions of the National Newsletter per year.  Accepted.  

 RECOMMENDATION 2:  For the GFS National Newsletter to be emailed to as   

   many members as possible.  Those with no email address will receive it by    

   post.  Accepted.  

 RECOMMENDATION 3:  On the Application for Membership and Renewal    

   of Membership forms an “opt out” box be inserted for people to indicate if they do  

   not wish to receive a newsletter via email or post.  Accepted.  

 RECOMMENDATION 4:  For the GFS Australia website to have all newsletters               

   available for download as soon as possible after publication.  Accepted.  

 

National Executive members on the website copy of the newsletter as a privacy issue.  Val Gribble 

said there needed to be some contact details available from the website.  

Copies of the Newsletter are sent to non-members such as MU and CEBS by email only.  It was suggested 

that the Secretary of General Synod should be added to the list.  

Moved Noeleen Stewart, seconded Kevin Lumsden that the Budget as presented be approved and 

adopted.  Carried.  

 

BREAK FOR MORNING TEA AT 11am.  SESSION RESUMED AT 11.30am.  
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Fee Increase:  Noeleen Stewart explained the need for the fees to increase from 

2015 because GFS Australia now has to pay GST on these fees.  

Moved Noeleen Stewart, seconded Gail Orchard that the GFS Australia membership fees be increased to 

$30 full fee, and $20 concession, inclusive of GST.  Carried.  

  

National Chairmen:  Julie Smith explained the increase in the Budget for National Chairmen 

in accordance with a motion put and passed at the 2014 Executive meeting that dioceses must pay the 

costs of having the National Chairman visit their diocese, as per the Policies and Guidelines 

5:4.  The allowance was subsequently increased from $600 to $900 for the three years of office 

to cover any extra personal expenses.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  

1. Location of GFS Australia Stationery, Badges.  

Leanne Kapetanovski informed Council that Melbourne Diocese had been caretakers of all stock since the 

passing of Lyn Calvert.  That stock had been written off some time ago.  There is a large number of badg-

es and certificates still being held; all outdated material has been disposed of.  A volunteer individual or 

diocese is now needed to take responsibility for the stock.  

The procedure would be that the person responsible for the stock would fill the order, then notify the 

National Treasurer who would issue an invoice.  All payments would go direct to the treasurer so there 

would be no money handled by the person/diocese holding the stock.  Lyn Vaak initially offered to 

take up the responsibility.  After discussion about the logistics of moving everything from Melbourne to 

Sydney, Debra Wadeson offered to take it over, this eliminating the need (and cost) to move everything 

to another state.  

Kate Brewer asked if any Information leaflets and membership cards not having the GFS Australia 

logo could be passed ion ie to the Solomon Islands.  Val Gribble said she and Lyn Calvert had gone 

through and revised material that didn’t have the current logo some time ago.  

Moved Philip Wadeson, seconded Lyn Vaak that Debra Wadeson on behalf of GFS Australia, hold all GFS 

Australia stock in Melbourne.  She will advise the National Treasurer of order details, and the National 

Treasurer will invoice said diocese and receive payment.  Carried.    

 

2. Life Member Register.  

The National Register is to go back as far as possible and must be kept up to date.  Dioceses will be       

responsible for passing on to the National Chairman any relevant details eg date of death.  

 

3. GFS Logo  

The logo to be used should be the plain lettering and cross as per the Rules of Association.  Lyn Vaak said 

that when Sydney came back to GFS the Board of GFS Sydney insisted the colours of the logo be green 

and gold and that the lettering be the stylised one used previously.  Julie Smith asked that dioceses use 

the plain logo when ordering any new uniform items or stationery.  

 

4. Duration of National Council  

It has been suggested that National council be made more affordable.  Some guidelines for the new      

National Executive would be helpful.  Mary Nicholls pointed out that National Council was one of the few  
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times when everyone comes together.  It needs to be long enough to do the business, but also allow time 

for the social aspect.  Graeme Nicholls suggested there could be two solid working days to help those 

who were working, then offer options for others who want, or are able, to stay on.  Carole Lovejoy       

expressed the opinion that the programme for this National Council was very well balanced.                

Jennifer Buckby said that a National Council programme needed to be worthwhile for those travelling 

long distances. 

Julie Smith said there would be a Feedback Form available at the end of Council to get people’s ideas and 

opinions.  For this Council there was a very deliberate decision to schedule most of the Business Sessions 

in the morning.  

The timing for a National Council was always going to be difficult.  The current timing seemed to suit 

most people, but many of the younger members and leaders were involved in other ministry activities at 

this time of year.  Helen Petering said that all her young leaders were involved in camps and beach          

missions.  January is full of other church activities.  

Discussion was interrupted by the Fire Alarm going off which meant the building had to be                             

evacuated.  This item will be picked up at a later time.   

On return to the building at 12.30pm Business Session 3 was declared closed.  

 

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME  

While the Trustees of the Pat Franklin Foundation were meeting between 1.30pm and 

3.00pm Noeleen Stewart and Helen Petering facilitated a discussion on Leadership Training.  Julie Smith 

prepared an Information Sheet to help guide discussion.  A copy is attached to the master copy of these 

Minutes.  

 

GUEST SPEAKERS  

Between 3.30pm and 5.15pm Council reconvened to hear guest speakers from Girl Guides Trefoil Guilds 

(Brit Howard, State Advisor); Girls Brigade (Alison Margetts, State Commissioner accompanied by Jane 

Banham and Eliza Burke-Polden; and The Heartz Project (presented by Julie Smith on behalf of The        

Reverend Meredith Campbell).  

  

The afternoon concluded with a Wine and Cheese tasting.  

 

BUSINESS SESSION 4  8.00pm – 9.30pm  

There were sixty members present as per the Session Sign-In Sheets, including Wilma Moi from PNG.  

 

DIOCESAN REPORTS (Continued)   

BRISBANE  

Presented by Jennifer Tutin.   The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation.  

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• The completion and dedication of the new Diocesan Banner at the World Day of Prayer                 

Service.  The banner was designed by Cyrilla Eastwood, made by Beryl Acton, and blessed by The 

Reverend Kaye Pitman.  At the same service The Reverend Kaye Pitman became the second Life 

Member recipient in the diocese, and Jennifer Tutin received her fifty year badge.  
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• The “You in the Loo Project” for 2012 where posters from Toowoomba City women were installed 

in schools to promote positive messages.  

• Anglican Prisoner Release Programme was the 2014 project.  Each year GFS in Brisbane gives                           

$5,000 towards a diocesan project. (2013 was the HOPE Foundation).  

• Kids in the Cathedral.  A one day school holiday programme held in ST John’s Cathedral.  It was not 

well attended so will be revaluated early in 2015.  

• Annual weekend at Bribie Island for leaders and members.  

• The blessing of having the financial means to support a number of activities, including two $10,000 

bursaries for students at St Francis College, support for the GFS ministry in PNG, support for          

Father Isaiah as World Chaplain, the World Travel Funs, the World Project and the World              

Emergency Fund.  

• Support for the Chaplaincy Programme at the new Lady Cliento Children’s Hospital.  

• Presentation of the first Life Membership Badge to Ailsa Skippen, and past National Chairman’s 

Badges and Certificates to Jennifer Buckby and Lesley Briggs by the World President, Glenys Payne.  

• In June 2014 GFS was invited to attend a special service at All Saints Wickham Terrace to celebrate 

St Mary Magdalene Day, where it was acknowledged that the stained glass window was given by 

the parish GFS group in 1949.  

• Fourteen members from Brisbane diocese attended World Council in Wales in 2014.  

Moved Jennifer Tutin, seconded Marj Wellings that the report from the Diocese of Brisbane be                 

received.  Carried.  

 

ROCKHAMPTON  

The report was presented by Pam Guy.  .  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint              

presentation.  

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• There is one branch at All Saints with sixteen children and four leaders.  

• There is a Townsend Group with forty two regular adult members.  They meet fortnightly, mainly as 

a Bible Study group, and to give prayer support.  

• Adult member’s lunches are held annually.  Proceeds go to either the World Project or the 

World Travel Fund.  

• Mini Retreat fellowship weekends are held annually at Cool Waters Holiday Village with 

The Revered Narelle Kidson, GFS Chaplain.  

• Presentation of Past National Chairman’s Badge and Certificate to Val Gribble by the 

World President, Glenys Payne.  

• Visit by Mother Felicity from PNG.  

• Commissioning of Val Gribble as World President in Wales.  Present were Pam Guy and Jacqui 

Keily.  

“Rockhampton is small in numbers, but large in faith!”  

Moved Pam Guy, seconded The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston.  Carried.    

 

TASMANIA  

The report was presented by Julie Smith.  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint           

presentation.  
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SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• The visit by Glenys and The Reverend David Payne.  During their visit Glenys launched “God’s Light 

Shines”, the four volume history of GFS in the diocese of Tasmania which was researched and 

written by Barbara Phillips.  The book launch took place at a special service in her parish church of 

St James’ New Town.  

• Attendance at World Council in Wales by Julie Smith and Leonie Stitz.  

• The success of the Mid Term Conference in Melbourne.  

• The “sweat shop” sewing bees prior to National Council in Perth on 2012.  

• The gift of a camera to GFS in the Solomon Islands.  

• Financial support for the “Mainly Music” groups throughout the diocese; support for “The Heartz 

Project”; and the ministry to students attending the Launceston campus of the University of           

Tasmania by The Reverend Andy Goodacre at “Barney’s” (St Barnabas’ Newnham).  

• The very faithful Townsend members.  Ladies from the Southern Townsend Group made leaves for 

Tegan Hudson to distribute at World Council in Wales in 2014.  

• Life Membership to Betty Dean in recognition of thirty years leadership of the Southern              

Townsend Group.  

• Hosting the 23rd GFS Australia National Council in Hobart in January 2015.  

Moved Julie Smith, seconded Anne Richardson that the report from the Diocese of Tasmania be             

received.  Carried.  

 

BALLARAT  

The report was presented by Wendy Veal.  

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• GFS Chaplain, The Reverend Anne McKenna is now a Canon.  

• The bags made for toiletries as ‘Care Packs’ that are given to a different organisation each year.  

• Forty members attended the 2014 Christmas Lunch, including Evelyn Waddell who celebrated her 

101st birthday in 2014!  

• Joining Melbourne and Bendigo dioceses to celebrate the 130th anniversary of GFS in the three                                   

dioceses.  

Moved Wendy Veal, seconded Carole Lovejoy that the report from the Diocese of Ballarat be                              

received.  Carried.  

 

SYDNEY  

The report was presented by Lyn Vaak.  The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint             

presentation.  

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• Tegan Hudson became a member of the Board of GFS Sydney.  

• Lyn Vaak commissioned as Diocesan Chairman in 2013.  

• Updating of the Constitution.  

• Welcomed a new Patron, Mrs Dianne Davis, wife of the Archbishop.  Dawn Ferguson was              

welcomed as a new Life Member.  She has been involved with GFS for forty eight years.  

• The attendance of Julie Smith, National Chairman, at the first Annual General Meeting of GFS        

Sydney after the cessation of Kidzlink.  Julie presented Past National Chairman Badges and             
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 Certificates to Pat Byron and Ev Beckenham.  

• Tegan Hudson was commissioned as Junior Delegate at the Mid Term Conference which was 

attended by seven members from GFS Sydney.  

• Celebrating the World Day of Prayer in 2012 with Newcastle Diocese, and Glenys and 

The Reverend David Payne.  

• Five members were able to attend World Council in Wales in 2014, where Tegan Hudson was        

commissioned World Youth Officer and Tania Brown as World Secretary and Webmaster.  

• There are seven branches operating each having between ten and thirty children attending            

regularly.  

• The Reverend Tony Galea from St John’s Camden is the Chaplain for GFS Sydney. The formation of 

the new Gordon Fellowship, named after the founding member of NSW.  

• The annual Caving Camp and the State Camp “Stepping Out in Faith” which was attended by some 

members from Newcastle.    

• GFS Training Day held in March 2014.  Seven areas of leadership were covered: it was attended by 

eighteen leaders.  Tegan Hudson was the first leader commissioned under the new leadership 

training system.  Tegan was also a recipient of the Deeth Award.  

Moved Lyn Vaak, seconded Tania Brown that the report from the Diocese of Sydney be                                        

received.  Carried.  

 

EVENING WORSHIP  

This was presented by members from Gippsland.  There was a devotional on the struggle of an Emperor 

moth who had a small body and shrivelled wings, and a reading by Abuok Majuk.  The worship time      

concluded with the GFS Prayer and the song “Out of Ashes”.  

 

BUSINESS SESSION 4 Closed at 9.30pm.  

 

FRIDAY 9th JANUARY  

BUSINESS SESSION 5 10.00am – 11.30am.  

There were sixty one members present as per the Session Sign-In sheets, including Wilma Moi from PNG.  

The session was devoted to hearing a guest speaker, Aaron Moir from “Bravehearts”.  This is an                                          

organisation that runs education programmes in schools, parent information sessions and professional 

workshops dealing with sexual abuse of children.  There was a time for questions at the end of the 

presentation.  

 

THE SESSION CLOSED AT 11.30am.  

 

Members then boarded the bus to go to Richmond for sightseeing and a Celebration Eucharist at St Luke’s 

Church to remember our GFS members who had passed away in the last three years.  
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BUSINESS SESSION 6  7.30pm – 9.30pm.  

There were sixty one members present as per the Session Sign-In Sheet, including Wilma Moi from PNG.  

DIOCESAN REPORTS (Continued from page 15)  

NEWCASTLE  

The report was presented by Gail Orchard.   The written report was accompanied by a PowerPoint 

presentation.  

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• Participation in the State Camp in Sydney.  

• TAFE Coffee Shop luncheon for Townsend members.  

• The World Day of Prayer service at New Lambton parish when representative from Grafton and 

Sydney dioceses joined in the celebrations as well as Pat Byron, who came to support Kath           

Reynolds when she was presented with her Past National chairman’s Badge and Certificate by     

Glenys Payne, the World President.  

• Honouring Jean Nicholson and Margaret Kenning, the leader and assistant leader of the New       

Lambton branch which closed in 2103.  Joan had led the branch for thirty eight years with            

Margaret’s assistance for most of that time..  The Townsend group is now the only one left in     

Newcastle.  

• Visit by Julie Smith, National Chairman, for the World Day of Prayer and visit to Cardiff (NSW!).  

Moved Gail Orchard, seconded Nicole Baldwin that the report from the Diocese of Newcastle be                         

received.  Carried.    

 

MELBOURNE  

The report was presented by Alison Benfield and Debra Wadeson.    

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS  

• There is now only one branch operating and that is at St Alfred’s Blackburn North.  There are about 

fifty four children with leaders Elizabeth and Helen Petering.  

• The 130th birthday celebrations for the dioceses of Melbourne, Ballarat and Bendigo.  Guests were 

World President Glenys Payne, The Reverend David Payne, Julie Smith (National Chairman) and 

Barbara Philips (National Secretary).  

• Presentation of Life Membership to The Reverend Judy Frost.  

• Presentation of Past National Chairman’s Badge and Certificate to Debra Wadeson.  

• Grants from the Pat Franklin Fund to assist some members to go to World Council in Wales in 

2014.  The money from two grants to Sierra Leone has been returned as the recipients were unable 

to attend.  The amount in the fund, which is administered by Melbourne Diocese, grows as           

Melbourne makes a donation each time a member passes away.  

• The Appointment of Helen Petering as KidsPlus+/GFS Liaison Officer.   

• Updating of the Rules of Association for GFS Melbourne Incorporated.  

• Farewell to Karen Winsemius as she started a full- time job with the Baptist Church.  

• Sadness that ill-health now prevents Lorna English from taking an active part in GFS activities.  

• Melbourne GFS is small in numbers which will present some challenges at the next Annual General 

Meeting.  

• The Reverend D Nicolios retires next week and will return to Sydney to live.  

Moved Allison Benfield, seconded Debra Wadeson that the report from the Diocese of Melbourne be  
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received.  Carried.  

 

SESSION CLOSED AT 7.30pm  

 

The Business Session was followed by a highly entertaining Quiz Night conducted by Jo Dixon.  

 

EVENING WORSHIP  

This was led by the Youth members.  

 

SATURDAY 10th JANUARY  

BUSINESS SESSION 7  

There were sixty members present as per the Session Sign-In Sheets, including Wilma Moi from PNG.  

 

MORNING WORSHIP  

This was led by members from Sydney Diocese.  Kate Brewer shared a reflection on 1 John 2:12-13.  This 

was followed by Julie Smith reading “Grug and His Garden” to illustrate her theme for the last three years 

of “Growing”.  

 

Before beginning the Business Session proper there were some instructions given or the day’s activities:  

Confirm your travel arrangements with Ian Somerville.  

Check which activity was selected for Saturday.  

Be at Brooke Street Pier by 3.00 to get bus back to John Fisher College.  

Bus leaves John Fisher to go to St David’s Cathedral for the Closing Service at 4.00pm.  

Remember your Diocesan Banner.  

 

ELECTION OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MEMBERS  

Nominations were received by the required date for the following:  

Vice Chairman The Reverend Cheryl Selvage Diocese of Brisbane  

Treasurer Noeleen Stewart Diocese of Perth  

Ordinary Members Helen Petering Diocese of Melbourne  and Marj Wellings Diocese of Brisbane  

There being no other nominations, these people were declared elected.  

The National Executive for 2015-2017 is:  

Chairman Gail Orchard Diocese of Newcastle  

Vice Chairman The Reverend Cheryl Selvage Diocese of Brisbane  

Secretary Nicole Baldwin Diocese of Newcastle  

Treasurer Noeleen Stewart Diocese of Perth  

Ordinary Members: Helen Petering Diocese of Melbourne  

        Marj Wellings Diocese of Brisbane  

Junior Delegate Tegan Hudson Diocese of Sydney  

World President Val Gribble Diocese of Rockhampton  

Chaplain (ex officio member) The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston Diocese of Newcastle  

The Secretary and Chaplain are appointed by the National Chairman.   

The Secretary has full voting rights but not the Chaplain.   
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NEW BUSINESS (Continued)  

5.Length of National Council.  

After much discussion the consensus was that this be passed to the new Executive for consideration.   

 

6.Uniform  

Julie Smith again raised the subject of uniform.  The general feeling seemed to be that the Australians 

attending World Council really stood out because they all wore the same shirts and tops  Elizabeth          

Petering drew particular attention to the Girls Brigade uniform and how it was so distinctive, clearly     

identifying who they were.  She would like to see a national GFS uniform, especially in branches, as she 

felt that members were missing out by not having something national.   Julie Smith said that part of the 

policy in educating children from 0-5years is to give them a sense of identity.  A uniform meets this      

criteria.  

Janice Doyle said that the old uniform was definitely outdated.  Noeleen Stewart suggested that three 

styles be chosen eg TShirt, Shirt, Polo Top; that the logo be given to a selected company so that dioceses 

could order what they needed from one company.  

Elizabeth Petering suggested a navy TShirt or Polo Top with the Australian wattle embroidered on it, like 

the one worn by Carole Lovejoy.    Jennifer Buckby said she still uses the same company that designed 

the short Carole Lovejoy as wearing.  Mary Nicholls added that at World council uniform  incorporate 

what is “normal uniform”.  

Dioceses who have ordered uniform supplies are asked to pass the details on to Nicole Baldwin or Gail 

Orchard for follow-up by the new National Executive.  Everyone will be invited to wear uniform to the 

Closing Service at the Cathedral.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

1. Word and Australian Funds  

Val Gribble spoke to this subject.  The world Development Fund should be used to develop GFS in new 

countries.  Uganda will be the next new member country, possibly followed by Tanzania.  She                      

recommended that Diocesan Executives look at the Australian Funds to see which ones they can support.                           

Julie Smith asked that GFS Australia support Val Gribble as World Chairman; perhaps this could be                                                                             

considered by dioceses.  She used as an example the way GFS Tasmania had supported her during her 

term as National Chairman.  

Kate Brewer urged everyone present to take one of the World Prayer cards at the back of the room and 

keep them in their Bible for regular reference.  

(The list of Australian and World Funds is attached to the original copy of these Minutes.)  

 

2. Letter from Delores M Alleyne, USA  

Julie Smith read the letter.  Responses to it will come through the National Executive. Any comments 

should be passed to the Executive by the end of February 2015.   

 

3. Leadership Training Discussion Group.  

Noeleen Stewart and Helen Petering facilitated this discussion and reported that it had been a very                         
valuable time.  
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4. Youth Day  

Tegan Hudson gave a brief overview of the day at “Orana”, the Girl Guide Campsite.  She thanked           

Barbara Phillips and Julie Smith for organising the programme for the youth members.  She especially 

wanted to thank Reverend John Stanley, the Children’s and Families Minister for the Parish of New Town 

and Lenah Valley for his session.  He had given them some great new ideas and has challenged them to 

grow as leaders.  

Tegan also thanked Jessica Simpson from Girl Guides and the two Guides who came with her, for the fun 

session they had, and for telling them about what they did as Guides.  Trish Wilson, the South West                   

Region Manager and joint District Manager with Barbara Phillips for the Wellington District for arranging 

to use some of the equipment stored at “Orana”.  She will write an article for Barbara Phillips to put in 

the Guides magazine “Platypus” and in the Parish of New Town and Lenah Valley Newsletter.  

 

5. This National Council  

Val Gribble thanked Julie Smith and her Tasmanian team on behalf of GFS members for organising a      

National Council full of fun, harmony and learning.  Julie replied that “Through God all things are possi-

ble: God works through us”.  

  

Miscellaneous  

Souvenir Bags: Julie Smith told those present that there were a number of souvenir conference bags 

for sale by donation.  

Pens: A large number of pens were available from Gippsland diocese free of charge 

Knitted “things”: Leonie Stitz had come up with the idea of undoing the side stitching on any unwanted       

take away coffee cup warmers and joining them to make a blanket for missions.  

Knitted Koalas:  Val Gribbl had decided to keep these for World Council in 2017.  

 Exercise Books:  Wilma Moi would like to take any unused exercise books and highlighter pens back to 

PNG with her.  Wilma’s contact details are:  

Postal:PO Box 548  

Boroko NCD  

PNG  

Email:wwilfred@works.org.pg  

  

7. Secret Men’s Business  

Grateful thanks was extended to Tony and Elaine Gray for organising a visit to what amounted to 

“Collector’s Heaven” for the men attending Council.  Avid collector friends of the Gray’s had a “treasure 

house” in their home at Mt Nelson and were happy to have the men visit.  Thanks was shown 

by acclamation.  

 

BUSINESS SESSION 6 closed at 11.00am.  

 

Members boarded the bus for an outing to Salamanca Market and other activities including a river 

cruise.  There was a quick return to John Fisher College to change then head back to Hobart for the      

Closing Service, incorporating the commissioning of the new National Executive, at St David’s                         

Cathedral.  In the evening there was an informal gathering and BBQ.    

mailto:wwilfred@works.org.pg
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The evening’s activities concluded at 9.30pm.  

 

SUNDAY 16th January  

MORNING EUCHARIST  

All members attending Council gathered in the Conference Room at 9.30am for a closing Eucharist with 

The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston presiding, and The Reverend Cheryl Selvage preaching.  

During the service the Chaplain’s stole was officially passed on from The Reverend Cheryl Selvage          

to The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston.   

Gail Orchard then presented Julie Smith with her Past National Chairman’s Badge and Certificate.  This 

was Gail’s first official act as National Chairman.  

At the conclusion of the service Julie Smith declared the 23rd National council of GFS Australia                                     

Incorporated officially closed.  

  

  

  

ATTACHMENTS TO THESE MINUTES:  

Letter from The Rt Reverend John Harrower OAM, Bishop of Tasmania  

Greetings from The Reverend Glenys Payne  

Session Sign-In Sheets for Business Sessions 1-7  

Budget Document  

Original signed copies of the Financial Reports  

Notes from Archives Workshop  

Notes on Leadership Training  

Hard copy of the Keynote Speaker’s PowerPoint presentation  

Brochure on “Orana”, the Girl Guides campsite.  

Brochure on Girls Brigade  

Brochures from Bravehearts  

Brochure on “The Heartz Project”  

List of World and Australian Funds for which donations are sought.  

Letter from Delores M Alleyne  

  
  
 

 

 


