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Thoughts from our Chairman …

As I start to think about getting this newsletter together we are entering
into a new phase of the restructure at work. We are being asked to
think of the organisation as a whole and how we can fit into a more
modern model of a library service. This means for some a change in their roles and where they
work. As we work through this and the changes that it brings we need to support each other and
be mindful of the stresses that we encounter. It may be painful and not what we want but we
need to work through it. Whilst trying to work out how to best support my team I am reminded of
how similar the situation is with GFS.

As we look at new ways of doing GFS throughout our Dioceses and Australia we need the
experience and support of our fellow members to help us achieve our goals and aspirations. We
need the wisdom of those who have tried and succeeded, along with the dreams of those who
want to try something different.

As we work through all our issues we realise truly that we are united in our goals and in what we
wish to achieve. I hope that as you plan and then work through your activities this year you can
truly show that GFS is still relevant in this modern church. Our challenge is to truly engage in local
ministry – perhaps we can share with others some of our visions to
inspire each of us as we go along. I would love to hear from you if you
have new models of ministry that may encourage others.

Gail

Our Chaplain’s message ...
Greetings from sunny Morpeth!
Well, mostly sunny Morpeth, anyway. Some of you are aware that we here, in the wider area, suffered
some severe storms in April. Fortunately we were all well, though our thoughts and prayers have been
with some areas of the Hunter and also further north which were adversely affected. From us here,
thank you for your thoughts, prayers, emails and phone calls during this worrying time.
In Morpeth recently the 3 churches of our community (Uniting, Catholic and Anglican) combined to run
a Jazz Festival for our community. As part of that weekend we were fortunate to host in our church a
wonderful concert of 1920s dance and ragtime music. The orchestra of young people who played for
us were superb – receiving TWO standing ovations!
As I listened (and thought about what I might write for this piece) I found myself reflecting on a little
‘Jazz Theology’ (yes, you have heard everything now).
In his book “Playing the Blue Note” English Bishop Peter Price reflects:
On our last evening in New York, I fulfilled a dream by visiting the Blue Note Jazz Club in Greenwich
Village. We had arrived early, so as to be able to sit at the tables closest to the artists performing that
evening. The Blue Note is a very intimate venue, & many artists, unlike those in large concert halls, have
a rapport & warmth of relationship with their audiences. That night was no exception. Jazz is an
extraordinary medium. Many who know little or nothing about it do not understand that it is a distinct
& demanding musical style based on its own discipline of chords & scales, no less demanding than that
of classical music. Listening to the jazz that evening, I became conscious of 2 things: first, how in jazz
people need to not only to listen to one another, but also to keep their eyes & minds open. And
secondly, improvisation. In jazz the musician has to improvise, & as one does this it can be hard to
maintain the discipline of the original theme. Of course within that improvisation there is huge freedom,
but with the freedom there is also a need for discipline.
In the church’s year we have recently celebrated the festivals of Ascension and Pentecost, and heard
that the mission of disciples is now to be those who go out and continue the ministry of Jesus – sharing
the good news, caring for the sick, living faithfully.
Perhaps we might think about this call, which is as much ours as it was the first disciples’ call, in Bishop
Price’s jazz imagery. First, as disciples today we are to listen to one another if we are to continue to be
a body. And we are to keep our eyes open, and to have open hearts for all whom we meet. For this is
the way of Jesus. And secondly, sometimes we need to improvise. Not make it up, but to improvise, by
which I mean adding the chords of our own living to the song we are playing. We all have our stories
about our faith and our encounter with God. These are the unique ‘melodies’ we have to sing or play.
They say that in jazz the harmonies are enriched by adding notes,
and particularly the unexpected, ‘blue note’ – that “note which lifts
jazz to a place where it soars” (Price). I wonder what your blue
note is – what unique chord you bring to the song of God’s love &
grace in our GFS family. For it is God-blessed blend of harmonies
that makes the unique melody we sing. Let us see how our song
will be sung in GFS over these next 3 years as we listen and
improvise and sing!

Installation of Bishop Kay Goldsworthy as
Bishop of Gippsland
Bishop Kay, a woman of many firsts was installed as the
12th Bishop of Gippsland on March 21st, 2015.
Bishop Kay is the first woman to lead a Victorian Diocese and the
second in Australia.

Photographed here with fellow GFS members
Mary Nicholls, Abuok Majuk and Kathryn Bartlett, from Moe
and Allison Benfield, from Ballarat
The Reverend Judy Frost from Melbourne.

Bishops from across the Nation
and from Rwanda at Bishop Kay's installation.

Gippsland
Diocesan Kidsplus+ Camp
and Annual Kidsplus+
Camp
Living The Adventure" was the theme and an apt description of the community life our leaders
and campers experienced at the Annual Gippsland GFS Kidsplus+ Camp. Campers aged between
6 and 16 years enjoyed outdoor activities including flying fox, archery, low ropes course , raft
building (and testing in the dam). Great weather enabled us to make full use of the swimming
pool and challenging water slide along with water fun games. Grants generously provided by
Melbourne Diocesan CEBS, The Anglican Boy's Society, enabled us to embellish camp activities
with some pony rides and with a "Bricks 4 Kids"workshop. Some of the indoor activities included
the climbing wall, disco and Disco Bingo fun along with craft, discussions and worship based on
our theme and using the popular movie "UP" as an aid. Our aim was to encourage thinking
towards our goals in life, the challenges in attaining our goals and the support through faith that
Christ offers us through the journey.
These camps show the Kidsplus+ network in action, where the numbers and leadership from
stronger branches enable possible site booking so these facilities can be opened to welcome
others from smaller parishes. Our campers came from Traralgon, Moe, Korumburra and
Poowong .
Thankyou to parents, parishes and sponsors who made it possible for them to attend .

CELEBRATING
40 YEARS OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
IN NORTH QUEENSLAND
It was my privilege as World President to be invited to
the celebrations at St Peter’s, Townsville for 40 years of children’s ministry. It was a wonderful
weekend with so many men and women from the early days of this ministry participating, many
travelling from far away. Jennifer Buckby, so well known to us all (and a past National Chair) began
GFS in this parish all those years ago and it was the start of her GFS journey. So many of us in GFS
Queensland, through our Provincial Council (now sadly not operating) have been a part of St Peter’s
on many occasions.
So we celebrated with an Afternoon Tea, a Cocktail Party and a very
uplifting Eucharist (celebrated by Bishop Ray), the latter with the very
welcoming congregation of St Peter’s. Many of today’s members took
part in the Eucharist.
Many who had their spiritual grounding through this parish and
particularly through GFS and CEBS are now confident men and
women, many leaders in their profession and within GFS. I
certainly gave thanks for this celebration and for the dedication
of so many leaders. There are still eight active leaders at St
Peter’s working in children’s ministry under the umbrella of GFS,
through Kidslink.

World Travel Fund

At Australian Council in Hobart, Val gave a presentation on the World GFS Scene and
mentioned ways in which we in Australia could help. One of the ways mentioned was that
perhaps individual Dioceses may like to make a contribution to the World Travel Fund.
It would be good stewardship if we could build this fund up over the term of Val’s office, so
that other countries may feel that they could nominate to hold the presidency.
I know that some Dioceses already contribute towards the work of GFS in many ways but
others may find that this would be of interest to them.
Perhaps you could think of an innovative way to raise the funds and then share it with us for
the next newsletter.

Tributes to our friends …
Gladys Cook
Gladys was a lovely lady: quiet, shy, a dedicated Christian.
Gladys, and Lloyd, her late husband, were long-time parishioners in St Mary’s Church at Moonah.
Gladys was a women’s Guild member, and after her daughter,
Julie, joined St Mary’s GFS, Gladys became an active GFS
mother. Julie of course went on to be Julie Smith, Immediate
Past National Chairman.
Gladys accompanied Julie to Southern Townsend functions in
2007 and 2008, and in 2009 became a member. Always ready
to help in any way, Gladys was always there to help setup,
wipe up and clean up!. Gladys was a wonderful knitter; her
special coat hangers sold well on all our trade tables.
Gladys was proud of her grandsons Alistair and Rohan, and especially proud of Julie’s
achievements in GFS. She was always ready to be there for them when needed.
Gladys was a committee member of the Moonah branch of the Australian Board of
Missions (ABM) and a faithful supporter of Australian Church Women (ACW). Always a
keen gardener her flowers, vegetables and lawns were something to be proud of.
Rest peacefully now Gladys.
From Betty Dean
Leader of the Southern Townsend Group
Tasmania.

Thank you …
Hi everyone,
I would like to thank the many caring GFS friends I have who have sent
positive words of encouragement and kind expressions of sympathy in
the recent bereavement of my mother. It has been overwhelming to
know of so many prayers for us. Thank you.
Julie, Alistair and Rohan

Shirley Jean Cheshire OAM
I am of the generation whose privilege it was to know Jean, and to
share GFS activities through the years. Her administration skills, her
words of wisdom, her total dedication to nurturing young women
and girls to become not just GFS leaders but to become confident
young faith-filled women, her great writing skills as she worked in a
team to produce training documents for GFS, and above all her deep
Christian commitment to service to others - shine out in the words of
our minutes.
Jean was always part of the Melbourne GFS family, a leader, an executive member, a
wonderful example in living out our motto. In 1972 at the end of Jean’s three year term as
Australian Commonwealth Chairman of GFS she and Frank gave the current National
Chair’s badge to GFS Australia, a beautiful reminder of her time amongst us and her
leadership which those of us who have held this office have tried to emulate.
Jean was elected as World Chairman (as it was known in those days) in 1969. Again Jean
was an outstanding World Chairman with a great passion to spread the ministry of GFS
and to support all GFS countries is still remembered and valued. Many of us still have the
bookmarks and prayer cards which Jean continued to prepare for following World Councils
and also for Australian Council , always she was there with us in spirit if not in person.
Beside my computer is the beautifully bound leather Minute Book given by Jean in 1975
which was the year GFS worldwide celebrated 100 years of service. Jean wrote the
following words in the book...
Presented to the World Council of the Girls Friendly Society on the
occasion of the Centenary Celebrations as a thank offering to God for the
opportunity of serving as World Chairman 1969-1972.
And Jean wrote an introduction inside the book and I quote some of the words
As I write this introduction and explanation I am mindful of the countless
people, beginning with our beloved foundress, Mary Elizabeth Townsend,
who have devoted an immeasurable part of their lives to the care and
concern of girls and women, thus living out the Society’s motto: ‘Bear ye
one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ’.
I think Jean could well be describing herself in those words.
Jean we farewell you with deep thanksgiving to God for all you have given to us, your
friendship, your leadership, your inspiration, your example.
Written by (Canon) Val Gribble ML

Serving through GFS Program …
Chris Rooney and Julie Smith have contacted us regarding a program that they are in the process of
writing for Val based on her theme. A template for the program “The Servant King” for 5 to 7 year
olds has been designed and is available for you to use to make suggestions for program ideas and
inclusions. So let’s be creative and help to write a wonderful program!
The template will be available for you on our redesigned website … gfsaustralia.org.au
Please provide any suggestions for program ideas to Chris or Julie by July 10 th, 2015.

Welcome …
National Executive would like to welcome all who have taken on the responsibilities of being a part of
Diocesan Executives, as well as those who are continuing in their roles on Diocesan Executive.
You are an integral part of the smooth running and success of GFS in your local area and your
commitment to ministry with children and adults of all ages is appreciated.
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Prayer Points …


Continued prayers for Annette and Trevor Lade (Traralgon, Gippsland) as they adjust to her
quadriplegia following an accident in 2014. Praise God for her faith, hope and example. May she
be blessed with healing and the opportunity in acquiring suitable residency.



Bishop Kay Goldsworthy as she settles in to Gippsland Diocese. Bless and strengthen her with
wisdom, compassion and faith as she journeys together with her people.



Paul Gribble as he continues to recover from surgery and for a full return to health.



The people of Nepal who are beginning to rebuild lives after the devastating earthquakes. For
all who are providing aid and assistance. May their efforts be blessed.



Audrey Fuller and Noeleen Stewart for healing as they recover from surgery.
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Our Theme Prayer

Gracious God, we come to you as members of GFS
throughout Australia.
We give thanks for the many talents and abilities of your
people and rejoice in each other’s gifts and uniqueness.
Take all that we bring, our gifts and talents, our longings
and our faith and use these to build up our work and
witness in everything we do.
We ask this in your name.
Amen

Noeleen Stewart
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gfsaust.treasurer@bigpond.com
(Canon) Val Gribble ML
valgribble1@bigpond.com
Helen Petering
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Redesigned Website

gfsaustralia.org.au

GFS Australia has commissioned the services of Philip Barrington to
redesign and host our website.
Please visit the website and let us know your thoughts!
We would love to hear your suggestions for inclusions on the
website.

From the Editor …
The preferred way of delivering this Newsletter is by
email. Please advise Nicole if your email address
changes. We will post the Newsletter to all whom we do
not have an email address.

The next Newsletter is due to be published at the end of
May. Please send any contributions to Nicole by 28th July
for inclusion.

Your feedback on our Newsletter is welcomed and
appreciated.

