
 

Dear Friends,  

 

I cannot believe that it is almost Christmas time. No doubt that you have all been busy 
with the preparations. We recently held our parish service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
which was a wonderful success and made us think of the true meaning of Christmas.  

Our diocese supports the work of Rev Paul Mooney in Seoul Cathedral, Korea. In Novem-
ber it was wonderful to renew friendships with the visiting team from Korea who had 
come to meet with our Bishop Michael Burrows. He invited some GFS members to meet 
with them. It was wonderful to meet up with Bishop Paul Kim who had commissioned me 
in Onsoori Church last year. Also the Rev Kyrie Kim, Rev Columba Lee (the new GFS 
chaplain in Korea) and Mrs Mooney were present.  

Congratulations to all involved in the 2 nd African Council in Kumasi, Ghana. You seem to 
have had an uplifting conference. I was delighted to read the report.  

Unfortunately I have not received very many responses to the discussion document that 
was sent earlier this year. I appeal to you to send on your reports as soon as possible. 
As I wrote this time last year, communication is a very important part of furthering the 
work of GFS.  

To my GFS family around the world, I wish you all a very happy Christmas and peaceful 
New Year. 

 

My love and prayers are with you all,  

Emila 
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On behalf of the G.F.S. members in Ireland, may I extend to everyone our best wishes 
as we approach this very special season.  We are presently in the season of Advent -a 
season of waiting, of expectancy, as we await the coming of Christmas, that wonderful 
festival when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

At this time of year, our girls are involved with 
many church events, performing the nativity 
story and singing carols. Since last October, 
the branches have all resumed meetings, at 
present they are busy getting to grips with the 
competition work syllabus for the coming year.  

The Bible study is based on the theme ò Godõs 
Creation ò A project booklet will then be com-
pleted. The Arts and Crafts competition is 
varied and exciting, providing plenty of scope 
for imagination and development of personal 
skills.  

We have recently launched our cookbook ò Glorious Food Selection ò It is on sale at 
present. All profits from this venture will go towards World Council Funds 2011.  

 

The work and mission of the society is reaching out and addressing the needs of girls 
and young women. We provide rented accommodation at our Headquarters at G.F.S. 
House in Dublin for 12 -14 girls each year. The picture provided includes the present oc-
cupants.  

We are very aware of the need to support 
the World Project, both by prayer and fi-
nancial contributions. Some branches have 
recently held coffee mornings and bring 
and buy sales to help raise funds for these 
worthy projectsIt was with regret that we 
said goodbye to Hazel Corrigan as our Ad-
ministrator, Hazel had a keen interest in 
the work and mission of the Society in Ire-
land, thankfully her shared role as World 
Secretary means that we still can call on 
her help when needed. Miriam Armstrong 
has taken on the role of Administrator, and 
is presently settling into her new role.  

With love to you all,  

Florence Higgins, Central President.  

Ireland  

This yearõs occupants of Oak House, the 
GFS headquarters in Ireland  

 

Members of Kells Branch helping out dur-

ing their Christmas sale  
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Who told you that you have limits?  

That you are a black woman  

And that as African woman you canõt lead, 

That you are blind and cannot see?  

That you are deaf and cannot hear?  

 

African woman, there is good news for you  

Not condemnation.  

You have rich heritage  

God created you in his likeness and image.  

With Godõs plan thereõs no limit. 

 

African woman, you are loosed  

Youõve been liberated through forgiveness 

There is dignity and self -esteem for you  

Woman you are free to lead  

You donõt have any limits anymore 

 

Look, as a precious jewel of God you are unique  

And so you are without limit  

You have power to see beyond the veil,  

Where we have gender equality which is the basis of justice  

You have the courage to know that  

you are never defeated unless you give up.  

African woman, you not a trash  

Regardless of your past, God believes in you.  

 

Composed and written by Christine Adjei    from Ghana, Africa  

The African Woman Without Limits  



News from New Zealand  
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Yes, itõs beginning to feel like Christmas. 

Christmas in the Southern Hemisphere is exciting and exhausting. Summer 
is here, the students are sitting their final exams, the long summer holi-
days are almost here, at last, and there is just enough time left to start 
thinking about Christmas and prepare for this wonderful season of cele-
bration and love.  

GFS meetings with schools and students were achieved and we all enjoyed 
catching up with each other and exchanging ideas and dreams and discuss-
ing possibilities for the future.  

We are now involved with The Wallace Awards, a New Zealand Government 
initiative which gives scholarships to students who are under their care. 
Lagi, a Pacific Island student plans to go to university and Ali will continue 
at a Presbyterian girlsõ boarding school where she is happy and settled. 

Girls who are new to our country and come from Somalia, the Pacific Is-
lands, Cambodia or Iraq are disadvantaged on many levels. They need extra 
help with English, they work long hours in low paid jobs and their parents 
are retraining or living on the unemployment benefit. Pakeha (NZ) girls re-
ceiving scholarships are those who achieve and contribute to school life in 
spite of personal difficulties.  

It is a big journey from school to graduation and we all feel a sense of 
pride and joy at graduation time.  

We send you best wishes for a joyful and peaceful Christmas  

Janet Waite  

Priyanka, a GFS student, who was 

mentored and supported with pay-

ment of fees for the last three 

years. 

 She graduated this year and is now 

working at Wellington Hospital as a 

laboratory technician.  


